























MAT 

A ! ook ’ d a lion wIth a gloomy flare, 

And o er his eye-brows hung his nun ted hair. Dryden 

thefkb fern ftCth ° f - in 

Ma'tadorp * r 7 WOrk - Cofmol. 

of car d s r Q ’ i ,\h [ ,mtador ->J- murderer, Spanilh.] A hand 
cards fo called from its efficacy againft the adverfe player. 

T ^° W t ° J War hcr fable ’""adores, P 7 

MA^TACHIN* r ^- ° f l he fwarlh y M oors. p c p e . 

[French.] An old dance. ? 


- .vu^ihj wyt 

who ftruck the third. §■', ' 

M fmm CH ' FrCnch ; Italian; probabTy 

from mco, toCnne, Latin: furely not, as S/vW conjectures, 
rrom the baxon maca, a companion, becaufe a match is 
companion to a.gun.] Any thing that catches fire; generally 
a card,, rope, or fmall chip of wood dipped in melted fid- 
phur. 

Try them in feveral bottles. matches, *nd fee which of them 
lait longeft without flench. Bacon 

He made ufe of her trees as of.matches to fet Druina a ffie.’ 

Being willing <o try fomething that woidd not cheriffi mufh 
fire at once, and would keep fire much longer than a coal 
wc took a piece of match, fuch as foldiers ufe. Boyle 

2. [From peep, a fight, or from maca, Saxon, one equal to 
another.] A conteft; a.game; any thing in which there is 
contelt or oppofition. 

Shall wc play the wantons with our woes, 

And make fome pretty match with fliedding tears ? Shakefp. 

T he goat was mine, by finging fairly won. 

A folemn match was made ; he loft the prize. Dryden. 
3 - [From maca, Saxon.] One equal to another; one able to 
conteft with another. 

Government mitigates the inequality of power among par¬ 
ticular perfons, and makes an innocent man, though of the 
oweft rank, a match for the migluieft of his fellow-fubjeas. 

Addifons Freeholder ; 
The old man has met with hh match. Spectator. 

The natural ffiame that attends vice, makes them zealous 
to encourage themfelves by numbers, and form a party againft 
religion.: it is with pride they furvey their increafingftrength, 
and begin to think themfelves a match f or virtue. Rogers. 

4. One that fuits or tallies with another. 

5. A marriage. 

The match 

Were rich and honourable; befides, the gentleman 
Is full of virtue, bounty, worth, and qualities, 

Befeeming fuch a wife as your fair daughter. Shakefpeare. 
Love doth feldom fuller itfelf to be confined by other matches 
than thofe of its own making. Boyle. 

With him fhe ftrove to join Lavinia’s hand. 

But dire portents the purpos’d match withftand. Dryden. 

C. One to be married. 

She inherited a fair fortune of her own, and was very rich 
in a perfonal eftatc, and was looked upon as the richeft match 
of the Weft. Clarendon, b. viii. 

To Match, v. a. [from the noun.] 

I. To.be equal to. 

No fettled fenfes of the world can match 
The pleafure of that madnefs. Shakefp. TVmter’s Tale. 

O thou good Kent, how Iball I live and work 
To match thy goodneis ? life will be too fliort. 

And every meafure fail me. Shakefp. King Lear. 

%. To Jhew an equal. 

No hiftory or antiquity can match his policies and his con¬ 
duit. South's Sermons. 

3. To equal; to oppofe. 

Eternal might 

To match with their inventions they prefum’d 
So cafy, and of his thunder made a fcorn. Milton. 

What though his heart be great, his aitions gallant, 

He wants a crown to poife againft a crown, 

Birth to match birth, and power to balance power. Dryden. 
The fhepherd’s kalendar of Spenfer is not to b a-matched in 
anv modern language. Dryden? 


.. To fuit; to proportion. 

Let poets match their fubjeif to their ftrength, 

And often try what weight they can fupport. Rofcommen. 
Mine have been ftill 

Match'd with my birth; a younger brother’s hopes. Rowe. 
Employ their wit and humour in chufing and matching of 
patterns and colours. Swift's Mifccl. 

To marry; to give in marriage. 

Great king, 

I would not from your love make fuch a ftray, 

To match you where I hate. Shakefp. King Lear. 

Thou doft proteft thy love, and would’ft it Ihow 
By matching hcr, as flic would match her foe. Donne, 


MAT 

Them willingly they „, oul J b JJ, 

■ 13 ?* ,0hin ’’ inft “ d •W he finds I'ts^ 

w * C“ aMr « f '■■Tile Rome fmvi.’d""'" SnmK 

To * d *“S httr "id. * 

1. To be married. 

A thing that may luckily fall out to him that u , 

fing to W,.w ,th feme heroical-minded lady. 

I hold it a fin to match in my kindred. fj?) 

Let qgers match with hinds, and wolves with ffieeD ^ 
And qvery creature couple with his foe. Dryd S’/Vv 
All creatures elfe are much unworthy thee > ' P ' ^ 
rp 1 bc 7 matcb d> and thou alone art left for me 

2. I o nut; to be proportionate; to tally 
Ma'tchable. ad), [from match.] 

I. Suitable; equal; fit to be joined. 

Ye whofe high worths furpaffing Paragon, 

Could not on earth have found one fit for mate, 
rNe but in heaven matchable to none 

a. clX"n, ft ‘' 9|,U " t0r ° l0Wl) ' tac; *»*■>*•*><*. 

Thofe at land that are not matchable with any upon our 

ff th ° fC V r r 7 k > dS Which are found ,>Y ° wEre but 

.n the deepeft parts of the fea. Woodward’s Nat Hid 

Ma tchless, ad), [frqm match.] Without an equal. J ‘ 
This happy day two lights are feen, 

A glorious faint, a matchlefs queen. JValler 

Much lefs, in arms, oppofe thy matchlefs force, “ 
When thy fharp fpurs ftiall urge thy foaming horfe. Dnd 
Ma tchbessly. n.f In a manner not to be equalled ' 
Ma tchlessness. n.f. [from matchlefs.] State of beim- with.. 

out an equal. 0 * 

Ma'tchmaker. n.f. [match and make.] 


Dryden, 


Hudibras, p. iii. 


Fairy Q item, 
Shakefpeare. 


Shakefpeare. 


Milton, 


One who contrives marriages. 

Y’ou came to him to know 
If you fhould carry me, or no; 

And would have hir’d him and his imps, 

To be.your matchmakers and pimps. 

2. One who makes matches to burn. 

Mate. n.f. [maca, Saxon; maet, Dutch.] 

1. A hufhand or wife. 

I that am frail flefh and earthly wjght. 

Unworthy match for fuch immortal mate, 

Myfelf well wote, and mine unequal fate. 

2. A companion, male or female. 

Go, bafe intruder! over-weening Have ! 

Beftow thy. fawning fmiles on equal mates. 

My competitor 

In top of all defign, my mate jn empire. 

Friend and companion in the front of war. 

You knew me once no mate 
For you; there fitting where you durft not foar. 

Damon, behold yon breaking purple cloud ; 

Hear’ft thou not hymns and fongs divinely loud: 

There mounts Amvntas, the young cherubs play 
About their godlike mate, and fing him on his way. Dryd, 
Leave thy bride alone: 

Go, leave her with her maiden mates to play 

At fports more harmleft, till the break of day. Dryden. 

3. The male or female of animals. 

Part fingle, or with mate ; 

Graze the fea-weed their pafture, and through groves 
Of coral ftray. Milton’s Par. Lcjl, b. vii. 

Pliny tells us, that elephants know no copulation with any 
other than their own proper mate. Ayliffe's Partrgon. 

4. One that fails in the fame fliip. 

What vengeance on the paffing fleet (he pour’d, 

The mafter frighted, and the mates devour’d- Rcfcommon. 

5. One that eats at the fame table. 

6. The fecond in fubordination; as, the mafter’s mate ; the 
chirurgeon’s mate. 

To Mate. v. a. [from the noun.] 

X. To match ; to marry. 

Enfamplc make of him your haplefs joy, 

And of myfelf now nutted as you fee, 

Whofe prouder vaunt, that proud avenging bov, 

Did foon pluck down, and curb’d my liberty. Fairy Qjf. 

The hind, that would be mated by the lion, 

Mu ft die for love. Shakefp, All's well that ends well, 

2. To be equal to. 

Some from feeds inclos’d on earth arife. 

For thus the maftful diefnut mates the Ikies. 

Parnaflus is its name ; whofe forky rife 
Mounts through the clouds, and mates the lofty Ikies: 

High on the fummit of this dubious cliff, 

Deucalioo vyafting moor’d his little Ikiff. 

2. To 


Dryden. 


Dryden. 


samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Langua 


MAT 

„ To oppofe; to equal. 

3 - 1 i> th’ way of loyalty and truth. 

Dare mate a founder man than Surrey can be, _ 

And all that love his follies. Shakefpeare s Henry VIII. 
4. [Matter, French; malar, Spanilh.] To fubduc; to con¬ 
found ; to crulh. . 

That is good deceit 

Which mates him firft, that firft intends deceit. Shakefp. 
The great effects that may come of induftry and perfe- 
verance who knoweth not? For audacity doth almoft bind 
and mate the weaker fort of minds. Bacon s Nat. HiJL 

My fenfe Ihe ’as mated, and amaz d my fight. Shake/p. 

Why this is ftrangc; go call the abbefs hither; 

I think you are all mated, or ftark mad. Shakefpeare. 

MATERIAL, adj. [materiel, French; matcrlalis, Latin.] 

1. Confifting of matter; corporeal; not fpiritual. 

When we judge, our minds we mirrors make. 

And as thofe glailes which material be, 

Forms of material things do only take. 

For thoughts or minds in: them we cannot fee. Davies. 
That thefe trees of life and knowlege were material trees, 
though figures of the law and the gofpel, it is not doubted 
by the moft religious and learned writers. Raleigh. 

2. Important; momentous; efiential. 

We muft propofe unto all.men certain petitions incident, 
and very material in caufes of this nature. Hooker , b. v. 

Hold them for catholicks or hereticks, it is not a thing 
cither one way or another, in this prefent queftion, material. 

Hooker , b. iv„ 

What part of the world foever we fall into, the ordinary 
ufe of this very prayer hath, with equal continuance, ac¬ 
companied the fame, as one of the principal and moft mate¬ 
rial duties of honour done to Chrift. Hooker , b. v. 

It may difeover fome lecrct meaning and intent therein, 
very material to the ftate of that government. Spenfer. 

The queftion is not, whether you allow or difallow that 
book, neither is it material. Whitgift . 

He would not ftay at your petitions made ; 

His bufinefs more material. Shake/p. Winter's Tale. 

Neither is this a queftion of words, but infinitely 
in nature. Bacon’s Nat. Hijl. N°. 98. 

I pafs the reft, whofe ev’ry race and name. 

And kinds are left material to my theme. Dryden's Virg. 
As for the more material faults of writing, though I fee 
many of them, I want lei lure to amend them. Dryden. 

I lhall, in the account of Ample ideas, fet down only fuch 
as are moft material to our prefent purpofe. Locke. 

In this material point, the conftitution of the Englilh go¬ 
vernment far exceeds all others. Swift. 

Materials, n.f. [this word is fcarccly ufed in the fingular; 
matcrlaux , French.] The fubftance of which any thing is 
made. 

The Weft-Indians, and many nations of the Africans, 
finding means and materials , have been taught, by their own 
neceflities, to pals rivers in a boat of one tree. Raleigh. 

Intending an accurate enumeration of medical nuitcria/s 
the omiffion hereof affords fome probability it was not ufed 
by the ancients. Brown’s Vu’g. Errours , b. i. 

David, who made fuch rich provifion of materials for the 
building of the temple, becaufe lie had dipt his hands in blood, 
was not permitted to lay a ftonc in that facred pile. South. 

That lamp in one of the heathen temples the art of man 
might make of fome fuch material as the ftone albcftus, which 
being once enkindled will bum without being confumed’. Wilk. 

The materials of that building very fortunately ranged 
themfelves into that delicate order, that it muft be a very 
•great chance that parts them. Ttllotfon. 

Simple ideas, the materials of all our know]e<*e, are iug- 
gefted to the mind only by fenfation and refledion. Locke. 

Such a fool was never found. 

Who pull’d a palace to the ground. 

Only to have the ruins made 

Materials for an houfe decay’d. Swift's Mifccl. 

Material 1 *!-, n.f. [from material.] One who denies fpi¬ 
ritual fubftances. 1 

He was bent upon making Mcmmius a materiali/l. Drvd 
Materiality, n.f. [materialise, Fr. from material] Cor¬ 
poreity ; material exiftence ; not fpirituality. 

, ^f‘S r i ng that COrpo , re 5 could not a S rce wilh this uni- 
verfal fubfiftent nature, abftrading from all materiality in his 
ideas, and giving them an adual fubfiftencc in nature he 
made them like angels, whofe eflences were to be the effence 
and to give exiftence to corporeal individuals ; and fo each 
idea was embodied in every individual of its lbecies r>; / 
Materially, adv. [horn material.] * ' D ‘^' 

i- In the ftate of matter. 

fir It™ mcan ’ that . a l?y thin g is Sparable from a body by 
nre that was not materially pre-exiftent In I- d 7 


MAT 


v r T,- serially pre-exiftent in it. 

Wot formally. 

Though an ill intention is certainly fufficient 


Boyle. 
to fpoil and 


corrupt an ad in itfelf materially good, yet no good intention 
whatfoever can re&ify or infule a moral goodnefs into an act 
otherwife evil. South's Sermons. 

Importantly; eflentially. 

All this concerneth the cuftoms of the Irifli very materially ; 
as well to reform thofe which are evil, as to confirm and con¬ 
tinue thofe which are good. Spenfer on Ireland. 

Mate'rialness. n.f. [from material.] State of being mate¬ 
rial ; importance. 

Mate'riate. ) adj. [materiatus, Latin.] Confiding of mat- 
Mate'riated. J ter. 

After long enquiry of things immerfe in matter, interpofe 
fome fubjed which is immateriate or left materiate , fuch as 
this of founds, to the end that the intelled may be redified, 
and become not partial. Bacon’s Nat. Hijl. N°. 114. 

Materia'tion. n. f. [from materia, Lat.] The ad of form¬ 
ing matter. 

Creation is the produdion of all things out of nothing ; a 
formation not only of matter but of form, and a materiation 
even of matter itfelf. Brown. 

Mate'rnal. adj. [materne, Fr. maternus, Lat.] Motherly; 
befitting or pertaining to a mother. 

The babe had all that infant care beguiles. 

And early knew his mother in her fmiles : 

At his firft aptnefs the maternal love 
Thofe rudiments of reafon did improve. Dryden. 

/Mate'rnity. n.f. [matemitc, French, from maternus, Lat.] 
The charader or relation of a mother. 

Mat-felon, n.f [matter, to kill, and felon, a thief.] A 
fpecies of knap-weed growing wild. 

MATHEMATICAL tadj. [mathemfiticus, Lnt.] Confidered 
MATHEMA'TICK. i according to the doctiine of the 
mathematicians. 

The Eaft and Weft, 

Upon the globe, a mathematick point 
Only divides: thus happinefs and miferv, 

And all extremes, arc ftill contiguous. ' Denham's Sophy. 
It is as impoffible for an aggregate of finites to compreheiid 
or exhauft one infinite, as it is for the greateft number of ma¬ 
thematick points to amount to, or conftitute a body. Boyle. 

I fuppofe all the particles of matter to be fituated in an 
exad and mathematical evennefs. Bentley's Serm. 

Mathema'tically. adv. [from mathematick.] According to 
the laws of the mathematical fciences. 0 

We may be mathematically certain, that the heat of the 
fun is according to the denfity of the fun-beams, and is reci¬ 
procally proportional to the fquare of the diftance from the 
body of the fun. Bentley's Sermons. 

Mathematician, n.f [mathematics, Lat. mathematics. 
Trench.] A man verfed in the mathematicks. 

One of the moft eminent mathematicians of the a 2 e affined 
me, that the greateft pleafure he took in reading Virgil was 
in examining Eneas’s voyage by the map. Addifon's Stetl. 
Mathematicks. n.f. [juaSnjualixri.] That fcience which 
contemplates whatever is capable of being numbered or mea- 
fured ; and it is either pure or mixt: pure confiders abftract- 
ed quantity, without any relation to matter; mixt is inter¬ 
woven with phyfical confiderations. if . ■ 

The mathematicks and the meraphyficks 
Fall to them, as you find your ftomach len-es you. Shah 
See myftery to mathematicks fly. 1 n " 

Ma'thes. n.f An herb. “ft*? 

Thc d ° £W "' of 

Mad Mathefts alone was unconfin’d. p ' 

FrenChi M»4i 

Up role the viftor angels, and to arms 
1 he matin trumpet fung. Miltonr n , . 

I wafte the JL 1.4 itt Sgh s t;“e’ef r - h ' U 

uj£z 7? sfiuj ” my s ° d ““ me - ^ 

The glow-worm Ihews the mattin to be near 
And gins to pale his uncffe&ual fire. shakeP, „ 

Ma'ti^. n.f. [^ French.] Morning worflifm ^ ^ 

1 he winged chorifters began P 

To chirp their mattins. ~ n 1 

By the pontifical, „„ altar is co„re»ateJ withou drZ™/' 
the vtgtls ate celebrated before them, and the.^q’j 
mat, ' 7 j' for thc flints whofe the reliques are AV,//™ 

Anl h | ‘ h K a °- ld raife his mitrcc ^ c rcft on high 
And clap his wings, and call his family ^ 

To facred rites ; and vex th’ ethcrial powers 
1 w 

digcfiion'Ct diili'lanon' kin.'r'm'n*' 2lll f S .I*®* “ade for 
times riling gradua’lv taoer nun m 1 ^ n ? cs , b 5 ll,led » and fome- 
PreteaLS viSa^^^ %»e , 
the lun, your pennached tulips and ! a T dar£s of 

them with matraljis-. ^ Ud ranuncu,us s > covering 

Bvelyn's Kalcnda ,r 

Ma'trice. 
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